Solo

· 216 acres of clearcut

· trees aged 150-250+ years

· 1.75 miles road construction

· 1.25 miles road obliteration

· restoration of 1/2 mile of Chief Creek and 20 acres of Chief Creek meadows

· watershed: Oak Grove Fork 

· subwatershed:  Peavine Creek

· location:  Clackamas Ranger District, Mt. Hood National Forest; T 6S, R 8E, sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 17, 18, 19 &  20

· status:  Environmental Assessment (EA) complete and original appeal period long since passed, sale delayed due to Survey and Mange lawsuit, waiting on Supplemental Information Report and possible Supplemental EA

· directions: Clackamas River Highway 224 through Estacada all the way past Ripplebrook Guard Station to the junction with Road 57 – turn Left on 57, follow for approximately 5 miles – turn Right on 5730, follow past where pavement ends – at junction of 5730 & 5731 stay Left on 5730 – the first units are on the Right in about a mile, however most the sale is off of 5730, about 2 miles past the junction of 5730 &  5732, just past spur road 5730-170 which will veer off to the Left.

Overview: As shown by map 10-2 from the Oak Grove Watershed Analysis, the “desired future condition” for the entire area stretching east from Kelly Creek (from the top of the watershed to the south to the creek’s confluence with Kink Creek) to Peavine Creek is an extensive “aggregated” uniform-aged tree plantation.  In order to accomplish this complete liquidation of all mature forests in the southern portion of the lower Oak Grove watershed a number of timber sales (Slinky, Solo, Batwings, Pardner, and Peavine) have been initiated.  While these sales have been temporarily delayed due to the Survey and Manage lawsuit and the resulting court ordered species surveys, those harvests could realistically be completed by the end of this the 2001 logging season.

A few points from the Environmental Assessment:

This is how they justify logging old-growth:  “The project area contains approximately 216 acres of declining stands which have little or no connectivity to larger forest stands. These isolated forest blocks do not contribute towards an aggregated vegetative pattern that more closely resembles a natural disturbance pattern.  These stands are past culmination of mean annual increment.  Tree growth and vigor are declining due to a high level of disease, some insect infestation, and blow-down scattered through-out the area.  In some cases, all or portions of the crowns of the larger trees are breaking out.  Without treatment, growth potential of the site and the desired aggregated vegetation pattern would not be realized.”

However, the EA goes on to state:  “Removing these islands could reduce the overall species richness of the affected areas and reduce the remnant reserves for species which are dependent upon the structural characteristics which these stands provide.  The integrity of these stands are important to the survival of dependent species and the seasonal use by other species.”

Riparian Reserves:  180 feet on non-fish bearing streams and 360 feet on fish bearing streams.

Green Tree Retention:  10% of the residual stand left as a clump and 15 individual green trees per acre scattered across the unit.

