West Fivemile Timber Sale
West Fivemile timber sale will likely be auctioned soon.  It was one of 9 sales on a recent list of sales slated for auction within the next 6 months in an USFS announcement received 10/30/02.  

Where it is:  In Barlow District, Mt. Hood National Forest.  The fire lookout on Fivemile Butte is on the south side of the sale area of the sale.  Road 4430 is generally the east border, with 2 units just east of road 4430.  Road 1720 is the north boundary.  Legal Description:  T1S, R11E, section31; T2S, R11E, sections 5, 6, 7 & 8; and T2S, R10E sections 1 & 12.

Driving Directions:  Get to the intersection of Highway 35 and Forest Road 44 one of two ways.  The longer but quicker and easier option is to go out Interstate 84 to Hood River and take the Highway 35 exit.  The shorter (by more than 10 miles) but usually more time consuming way is to take highway 26 past Government Camp, then take the highway 35 exit.  Road 44 is on the east side of highway 35 about 3 miles past the Cooper Spur road (if coming from Hood River) or 13 miles past the junction with highway 26 (if coming from Government Camp).  Take road 44 up and over Surveyor’s Ride and past the junction with road 17 (bearing right), all the way to the junction on the left with road 4430, for a total of about 9 miles.  Turn left (north) on road 4430.  Pass the Eightmile Campground on the left (east).  Within a mile of turning on road 4430 you will hit road 4440-120 on the left (west), signed for Fivemile Lookout.  Units 1 & 16 are a short way up road 4440-120.
A few facts about West Fivemile:


396 acres thinning.

Volume = 8,815 ccf (or approximately 5 million board feet) of timber.


Elevation ranges from approximately 3600 feet to 4600 feet.

· 2.4 miles of temporary road construction.

· Tier 1 (Northwest Forest Plan) and B6 Special Emphasis Watershed (Mt. Hood Mgt. plan) and B2 Scenic Viewshed (MHMP).

· One Spotted Owl 100-acre Late Successional Reserve (LSR) in timber sale.


A second timber sale: East Fivemile, emanates from the same EA – 396 acres, 6435 ccf.

Bark appealed the Fivemile EA in June, 1997.

A few issues Bark has with West Fivemile:


Commercial timber sales that include old-growth logging are not an appropriate way to combat wildfire risk.


Riparian reserve logging (logging along streams) violates the Northwest Forest Plan.


Violation of Mt Hood Management Plan Visual Quality Objectives.


So-called “incidental takes” of 3 spotted owl activity centers.


Excessive logging in a Special Emphasis Watershed.

Unit Prescriptions

Thinning to 40% canopy closure – units 1, 3 (north), 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 16

Thinning from 15% to 40% canopy closure – 2, 8, 9, 10, 14 (north)
Salvage dead and dying trees – 7, 14 (south), 15
