West Fivemile Timber Sale
West Fivemile timber sale will likely be auctioned soon.  It was one of 9 sales on a recent list of sales slated for auction within the next 6 months in an USFS announcement received 10/30/02.  

Where it is:  In Barlow District, Mt. Hood National Forest.  The fire lookout on Fivemile Butte is on the south side of the sale area of the sale.  Road 4430 is generally the east border, with 2 units just east of road 4430.  Road 1720 is the north boundary.  Legal Description:  T1S, R11E, section31; T2S, R11E, sections 5, 6, 7 & 8; and T2S, R10E sections 1 & 12.

Driving Directions:  Get to the intersection of Highway 35 and Forest Road 44 one of two ways.  The longer but quicker and easier option is to go out Interstate 84 to Hood River and take the Highway 35 exit.  The shorter (by more than 10 miles) but usually more time consuming way is to take highway 26 past Government Camp, then take the highway 35 exit.  Road 44 is on the east side of highway 35 about 3 miles past the Cooper Spur road (if coming from Hood River) or 13 miles past the junction with highway 26 (if coming from Government Camp).  Take road 44 up and over Surveyor’s Ride and past the junction with road 17 (bearing right), all the way to the junction on the left with road 4430, for a total of about 9 miles.  Turn left (north) on road 4430.  Pass the Eightmile Campground on the left (east).  Within a mile of turning on road 4430 you will hit road 4440-120 on the left (west), signed for Fivemile Lookout.  Units 1 & 16 are a short way up road 4440-120.
A few facts about West Fivemile:


396 acres thinning.

Volume = 8,815 ccf (or approximately 5 million board feet) of timber.


Elevation ranges from approximately 3600 feet to 4600 feet.

· 2.4 miles of temporary road construction.

· Tier 1 (Northwest Forest Plan) and B6 Special Emphasis Watershed (Mt. Hood Mgt. plan) and B2 Scenic Viewshed (MHMP).

· One Spotted Owl 100-acre Late Successional Reserve (LSR) in timber sale.


A second timber sale: East Fivemile, emanates from the same EA – 396 acres, 6435 ccf.

Bark appealed the Fivemile EA in June, 1997.

From the Fivemile Environmental Assessment (EA), dated October 24, 1996:

1. Special Emphasis Watershed
a. Moist Grand Fir – 70% canopy cover min. 8” dbh

b. Dry Grand Fir – 50% canopy cover min. 8” dbh – an “equivalent” canopy cover
c. Plus, no more than 10% in stand initiation

2. Scenic Viewshed – Partial Retention (not more than16% disturbed at any one time, or 8% per decade – FW-565), as seen from 

a. Highway 44 

b. Fivemile Lookout 

c. Flag Point Lookout

3. Purpose and Need

a. Goal = Maintain healthy ecosystem

i. Existing condition = overstocked stands with slow growing trees, mountain pine beetle outbreak in lodgepole, spruce budworm on firs & hemlocks, root disease, nutrient and moisture stress

ii. Purpose = improve heath & reduce insects & disease back to endemic levels

iii. Action = thin to approximately 40% canopy closure

b. Goal = reduce wildfire risk

i. Existing condition = Fuel loading at or exceeding 30 tons/acre, ladder fuels common, dead & dying trees

ii. Purpose = Reduce wildfire intensities, probability of crown fire and escaping fire

iii. Action = salvage dead & dying trees and excess downed wood and ladder fuels

c. Goal maintain or restore watershed conditions

i. Existing condition = numerous old skid trails & lands, and excess road density

ii. Purpose = reduce fluctuations in peak flows and sediment delivery

iii. Action = subsoil old skid trails and landings, obliterate nonsystem roads, close or obliterate 15.6 miles of system roads

d. Goal = meet or exceed Visual Quality Objectives

i. Existing condition = geometrically shaped old clearcut units

ii. Purpose = restore more natural appearance

iii. Action = Use small regeneration areas along edges of 6 geometric clearcuts

e. Goal – meet large woody debris and snag requirements

i. Existing condition = lack of large snags (22” dbh) and downed logs (20” dbh)

ii. Purpose = create snags and large woody debris

iii. Action = Create 3 large snags and 1-3 downed logs per acre

4. Riparian Reserve widths = 150 feet

5. “At this time we know very little about what soil organisms are present and what effects we are having upon them.” (49)

6. Vegetation Issues (53)
a. Fire in 1898

b. Never harvested stands

i. General health is fair, but starting to decline

ii. Larch casebearer problem is moderate

iii. Root disease problem is moderate-high

iv. Dwarf mistletoe problem is moderate

v. Larch needle cast problem is moderate

vi. Stem canker problem is low

c. Previously harvested stands

i. Larch casebearer problem is high

ii. Root disease problem is high

iii. Dwarf mistletoe problem moderate-high

iv. Larch needle cast problem is high

v. Stem canker problem is low-moderate

7. Road density (68)

a. 3.2 miles/sq. miles entire subwatershed

b. 3.3 miles/sq. miles in deer & elk summer range

8. Blowdown (80) may result in stands that look more like a regen than a thin

9. Spotted owls

a. 3 spotted owl takes in entire Fivemile area (89)

b. will take 15-25 years for canopies to close back (96)

10. Snags (106)

a. NW Forest Plan states if “snag requirements cannot be met, then harvest must not take place.” (NWFP at C-46)

b. No alternative would meet snag requirements
A few issues Bark has with West Fivemile:


Commercial timber sales that include old-growth logging are not an appropriate way to combat wildfire risk.


Riparian reserve logging (logging along streams) violates the Northwest Forest Plan.


Violation of Mt Hood Management Plan Visual Quality Objectives.


So-called “incidental takes” of 3 spotted owl activity centers.


Excessive logging in a Special Emphasis Watershed.

Prescriptions

Thinning to 40% canopy closure – units 1, 3 (north), 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 16

Thinning from 15% to 40% canopy closure – 2, 8, 9, 10, 14 (north)
Salvage dead and dying trees – 7, 14 (south), 15
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