
Sandy Basin: No (Dam) Problem

Steve Wise, Sandy River Basin Watershed Council
Mt Hood Solutions Summit          Nov. 2, 2011



Reconnections

Sandy River Basin 
Watershed 
Council mission:

To restore and 
protect the 
natural, cultural, 
and historical 
resources of the 
Sandy River 
basin.
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The Chicago Way

“all the drainage of the square mile of packing houses empties into 
it, so that it is really a great open sewer a hundred or two feet 
wide…and the filth stays there forever and a day. The grease and 
chemicals that are poured into it undergo all sorts of strange 
transformations, which are the cause of its name; it is constantly in 
motion, as if huge fish were feeding in it, or great leviathans 
disporting themselves in its depths. .. Here and there the 
grease and filth have caked solid, and the 
creek looks like a bed of lava; chickens walk 
about on it, feeding, and many times an 
unwary stranger has started to stroll across, 
and vanished temporarily. The packers used to 
leave the creek that way, till every now and 
then the surface would catch on fire and burn 
furiously, and the fire department would have to come and put 
it out. “   -- Upton Sinclair – The Jungle
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‘Things look different here’

‘…No Brainer…’

‐‐ Kitzhaber 1998



The Sandy Flows Free Again
2007 – PGE Decommissions Marmot Dam



Sandy River Basin Partners
Collective Vision

“By 20XX … watershed 
conditions that support: 

(1) sustainable fish 
populations; 

(2) recreational fishing 
opportunities, 

(3) use of clean and 
dependable drinking water; 

and 
(4) diverse aquatic 

recreational opportunities”

‐‐ 12 organizations



Sandy River Basin Partners
• Sandy River Basin 

Watershed Council

• The Freshwater Trust

• The Nature Conservancy

• Western Rivers Conservancy

• Columbia Land Trust

• Northwest Steelheaders

• Oregon Dept of Fish & Wildlife

• Mt Hood National Forest 

• Salem Bureau of Land Mgmt

• Nat’l Marine Fisheries Service

• Multnomah County

• Clackamas County

• East Multnomah SWCD

• METRO

• Portland Water Bureau

Working In collaboration with

Local Citizens, Landowners, and Businesses



Fire

Ross Hamilton – The Oregonian



Wood

• Then (1964)…                      … and now.



Flood



Infrastructure

• Roads, bridges, utilities, sewer, water 
supply

• Question: How Many pipelines cross the 
Sandy( insert your river/watershed here)?



Real Estate
(Love knows no geomorphological bounds)

Timberline Rim Parcels over 2007 LiDAR



Community‐based solution:

Restorative Flood Response

Salmon R 
Park Timberline 

Rim

Zigzag 
Village

Confluence –
Sandy and 
Zigzag
Rivers

Lolo Pass Rd 
&
Autumn Lane



Channel Migration
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Stray (No Dam) Problem

Source: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife



Stray Solution?

Source: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife



Patience



Thank You

Steve Wise

swise@sandyriver.org

503‐668‐1428

Portland Water Bureau photo
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